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Workers, Drones & Queens
The Keepers of the Winslow Gardens

All The Buzz at
Winslow Farm

Not only is Winslow Farm a
sanctuary for a variety of furry,
feathered and scaled friends, but it
is also a sanctuary for bees.

In the last few years, Winslow Farm
has kept two beehives and will soon
be expanding.

Worldwide, our bee population is
declining, and the loss of those
industrious insects will result in
disaster for us and our
environment, so Winslow Farm is
doing its part to nurture its own bee
population. Read on to learn more
about the lives of bees.

The Queen
Each hive has one queen. Her only
responsibility is to lay eggs. She
can live about 5 years, but after two
or three years her fertility dwindles. 

Bees work hard to create honey, the honey they need to get
them through winter, so only extra honey is harvested. Also,
Winslow Farm does not smoke the bees.

The Queen can lay up to 2,000 eggs
per day. When a hive needs a new
queen, they choose a healthy larvae
and feed it royal jelly, a very nutritious
type of food. A hive without a queen
might have worker bees laying eggs,
however, they only produce drones
so the hive is ultimately doomed.

Worker Bees
The worker bees are all female and
are the most numerous type of bee.
They have many responsibilities in
the hive. Workers tend to the larvae
and the queen. They collect the
nectar and pollen, transforming the
nectar into honey. They produce royal
jelly to feed the queen and the larvae,
and they are nannies to young bees.
Workers defend the hive from
intruders. Workers are also the
housekeepers of the hive. They keep
it free of debris and heat or cool the
hive as needed. The worker bees live
five to six weeks. The first two weeks
of their life is spent with
housekeeping tasks and the rest of
the time is spent collecting nectar.

Drones
Drones are all male, and their only
responsibility is to mate with the
queen. Once they mate, they die
immediately. Their entire lifespan
lasts about 90 days. They feed from
the honey cells or beg food from the
worker bees. Before winter, they are
driven from the hive by the workers.

Bee Biology
The bee's body is covered with feathery hairs to which
pollen sticks as the bee goes from flower to flower. They
have a long tongue to lap up nectar from inside the flower.
Some of this pollen is transferred to other plants, which in
turn fertilizes that plant. The rest is collected into a pollen
basket, located on the bee’s legs, and carried back to the
hive. There are wax glands on the underside of the bee’s
abdomen, which create beeswax, which in turn creates the
honeycombs. Bees are not naturally aggressive and will
only sting unless threatened. However, once a bee stings,
the stinger and venom sac is torn from the abdomen and
the bee will die.

Honey
The color of honey depends on the types of flowers from
which the nectar is collected. Here locally, the honey in
Spring is lighter than the honey collected in Autumn. Locally
sourced honey is known to help with seasonally allergies. It
is said that honey has antibacterial benefits, helps with
digestive problems and can soothe a sore throat.

Debra White, President of Winslow Farm, wearing protective
clothing, tends to the bees.

Winslow Farm In Need Of
A New Refrigerator

Winslow Farm is in need of a freezer-
less refrigerator, as ours has broken
down. The refrigerator keeps our
excess produce cool, especially during
hot summer months.

If you have, or know of someone who
could donate a refrigerator to our
Sanctuary, please contact Debra White at
508-285-6451
or email wnslofrm@gmail.com.

Winslow Farm Adds
Evening Hours For July

Winslow Farm will be open on Wednesday
evenings, 5pm to 7pm, beginning July 7.
For these special hours, the horses will be in
their stalls, allowing access to the otherwise
closed to the public corrals.

Saturday Is GREEN Day

Saturday is now GREEN DAY at Winslow
Farm. We would appreciate donations of
fresh kale, spinach, broccoli and bunches
of collard greens! We could also use canned
corn.

DONATE

WINSLOW FARM ANIMAL SANCTUARY
www.winslowfarm.com

37 Eddy Street, Norton, MA
Open Friday & Saturday

Noon to 3:30 pm
(Beginning in July, open Wednesday from 5pm -7pm)

Entrance Donation:
Adults (12 & up) $20.00

Ages 2-11 $10.00

We ask that you abide by all CDC Covid safety precautions,
including social distancing, wearing masks and using hand sanitizer.

Follow Us On Facebook!
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